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Paul's First Missionary Journey |Acts 13:4-14:28
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=« Maps in table above are from the Holman Bible Atlas (Hardcover/Paperback version) copyrighted © 1998 B&H Publishing
Group, used by permission, all rights reserved. This is one of the best resources for Bible maps as the maps also include
helpful short descriptions of the events portrayed on the maps. Please do not download for use on another website. Thank
you.

=« Here is a map with all three journeys on one map.

John Hannah's Outline for Third Missionary Journey (see map)

D. The third missionary journey of Paul (Acts 18:23-21:16)
1. The ministry in Galatia and Phrygia (Acts 18:23)
2. The ministry in Ephesus (Acts 18:24-19:41)
a. Instruction of Apollos (Acts 18:24-28)
b. Instruction of some of John's followers (Acts 19:1-7)
c. Instruction of the Ephesians (Acts 19:8-20)
d. Instructions concerning his plans (Acts 19:21-22)
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e. The riots in Ephesus (Acts 19:23-41)
3. The ministry in Macedonia and Achaia (Acts 20:1-5)
4. The ministry in Troas (Acts 20:6-12)
5. The ministry in Miletus (Acts 20:13-38)
a. His journey to Miletus (Acts 20:13-16)
b. His message to the Ephesian elders (Acts 20:17-35)
1. Concerning his ministry (Acts 20:17-27)
2. Concerning the church (Acts 20:28-35)
c. His farewell to the Ephesians (Acts 20:36-38)
6. The ministry at Tyre (Acts 21:1-6)
a. His journey to Tyre (Acts 21:1-3)
b. His ministry in Tyre (Acts 21:4-6)
7. The ministry in Caesarea (Acts 21:7-16)
a. Agabus' prediction (Acts 21:7-12)
b. Paul's reply (Acts 21:13-14)
c. The journey toward Jerusalem (Acts 21:15-16)
E. The journey of Paul to Rome (Acts 21:17-28:31)
1. His witness in Jerusalem (Acts 21:17-23:35)
a. Paul's report to the elders (Acts 21:17-26)
b. Paul's arrest (Acts 21:27-36)
c. Paul's defense (Acts 21:37-23:10)
1. His first defense (Acts 21:37-22:23)
a. The background (Acts 21:37-40)
b. The content (Acts 22:1-21)
c. The result (Acts 22:22-23)
2. His second defense (Acts 22:24-23:10)
a. The background (Acts 22:24-29)
b. The council (Acts 22:30)
c. The content (Acts 23:1-9)
d. The conflict (Acts 23:10)
d. Paul's deliverance (Acts 23:11-35)
1. The encouragement (Acts 23:11)
2. The plot (Acts 23:12-16)
3. The counterplot (Acts 23:17-24)
4. The letter to Felix (Acts 23:25-30)
5. The deliverance to Felix (Acts 23:31-35)
2. His witness in Caesarea (Acts 24:1-26:32)
a. Paul's defense before Felix (Acts 24:1-27)
1. The setting (Acts 24:1)
2. The accusations of Tertullus (Acts 24:2-9)
3. The reply of Paul (Acts 24:10-21)
4. The consequences (Acts 24:22-27)
b. Paul's defense before Festus (Acts 25:1-12)
1. The setting (Acts 25:1-5)
2. The trial (Acts 25:6-11)
3. The result (Acts 25:12)
c. Paul's defense before Agrippa (Acts 25:13-26:32)
1. The arrival of Agrippa (Acts 25:13)
. Festus' presentation of Paul's case (Acts 25:14-22)
. Festus' presentation of Paul (Acts 25:23-27)
. Paul's defense before Agrippa (Acts 26:1-23)
. Paul's answer to Festus (Acts 26:24-26)
. Paul's interaction with Agrippa (Acts 26:27-29)
7. The conclusion (Acts 26:30-32)
3. His witness on the way to Rome (Acts 27:1-28:15)
a. His witness aboard ship (Acts 27:1-44)
b. His witness on Malta (Acts 28:1-15)
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1. Paul's miraculous preservation (Acts 28:1-6)
2. Paul's healing of Publius' father (Acts 28:7-10)
3. Paul's continued journey toward Rome (Acts 28:11-15)
4. His witness in Rome (Acts 28:16-31)
a. The occasion for his witness (Acts 28:16-22)
b. The content of his witness (Acts 28:23-28)
c. The result of his witness (Acts 28:29)
d. The summary of Paul's witness in Rome (Acts 28:30-31)
= Hannah's Bible Outlines - Recommended Resource

Acts 26:1 Agrippa said to Paul, "You are permitted to speak for yourself." Then Paul stretched out his hand andproceeded
to make his defense:

NET Acts 26:1 So Agrippa said to Paul, "You have permission to speak for yourself." Then Paul held out his
hand and began his defense:

GNT Acts 26:1 ypimag d mp ¢ TV [axAov ¢n, TP METK OOl TTEP O0eauTo A yelv. TTe T Aog KTe vog TV
XE P TIEAOYE TO,

NLT Acts 26:1 Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You may speak in your defense." So Paul, gesturing with his hand,
started his defense:

KJV Acts 26:1 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Thou art permitted to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretched forth
the hand, and answered for himself:

ESV Acts 26:1 So Agrippa said to Paul, "You have permission to speak for yourself." Then Paul stretched out
his hand and made his defense:

CSB Acts 26:1 Agrippa said to Paul, "It is permitted for you to speak for yourself." Then Paul stretched out his
hand and began his defense:

NIV Acts 26:1 Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You have permission to speak for yourself." So Paul motioned with
his hand and began his defense:

NKJ Acts 26:1 Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You are permitted to speak for yourself." So Paul stretched out his
hand and answered for himself:

NRS Acts 26:1 Agrippa said to Paul, "You have permission to speak for yourself." Then Paul stretched out his
hand and began to defend himself:

YLT Acts 26:1 And Agrippa said unto Paul, 'lt is permitted to thee to speak for thyself;' then Paul having
stretched forth the hand, was making a defence:

NAB Acts 26:1 Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You may now speak on your own behalf." So Paul stretched out
his hand and began his defense.

NJB Acts 26:1 Then Agrippa said to Paul, 'You have leave to speak on your own behalf." And Paul held up his
hand and began his defence:

GWN Acts 26:1 Agrippa said to Paul, "You're free to speak for yourself." Paul acknowledged King Agrippa and
then began his defense.

BBE Acts 26:1 And Agrippa said to Paul, You may put your cause before us. Then Paul, stretching out his
hand, made his answer, saying:

= You are permitted to speak for yourself. Acts 25:16. Pr. 18:13, 17. Jn 7:51.
= Then Paul stretched out his hand . Pr. 1:24. Ezek 16:27. Ro. 10:21.

= to make his defense Acts 26:2. Acts 22:1.

= Paul Before Agrippa - Video - 7 minutes

= Acts 26 Resources - Multiple sermons and commentaries

=« Sermons on Acts 26:1-32 - most of these are older works

= Paul's Defense before Agrippa - D C Hughes


https://www.wordsearchbible.com/products/14072-hannah-s-bible-outlines
https://www.jesusfilm.org/watch/book-of-acts.html/paul-before-agrippa/english.html
http://www.preceptaustin.org/acts-26-resources
http://biblehub.com/sermons/acts/26-1.htm
http://biblehub.com/sermons/auth/hughes/patti's_defence_before_agrippa.htm

THE THIRD RECORD OF
PAUL'S RADICAL CONVERSION

Paul's defense speeches in Acts

. the Jerusalem mob (Acts 22:1 - 23);
the commander (Acts 22:24 - 30);
the Sanhedrin (Acts 23:1 - 10);

. Felix (Acts 24:10 - 23);

. Festus (Acts 25:8 - 12);

. King Agrippa Il (Acts 26:1 - 32);

. Jews at Rome (Acts 28:17 - 28).
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Nikolai Bodarevsky Paul making his defense before Agrippa

Imagine the crowd of "rich and famous" all of whom were listening to these potentially life changing words. One wonders if we will
see any of these "rich and famous" in heaven? It certainly won't be because they did not receive a clear presentation of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ! May we all be so faithful to boldly testify as the Spirit gives us utterance, whether it be before the "rich and famous"
or before the "poor and downcast." Lord, find us faithful! Amen

This is the longest of Paul’s speeches in Acts and obviously his longest defense.

Jack Arnold - Acts Chapter 26 is one of the most dynamic scenes in the whole Bible. It is in this chapter that the Apostle Paul
stands before King Agrippa and gives his personal testimony to this mighty king in order to win him to Christ. This may well be the
high point in Paul's ministry. It should be pointed out that Paul is not on trial before Agrippa, even though he makes a defense
before him. He was before Agrippa in order that Agrippa might help Festus, the Roman governor of Judea, to discover some
concrete evidence that he was guilty. Paul had appealed to Caesar when tried before Festus, and Festus had granted that appeal,
but Paul was innocent. Festus could find nothing in his life with which to charge him, and this put him in a most embarrassing
situation to send Paul all the way to Rome to appear before Caesar, who was then the Emperor Nero, with no charges which would
hold water. This was also a time of entertainment for Agrippa because he wanted to tickle his fancy by hearing a little more about
the Way made up of people who called themselves Christians and followers of Christ. He also wanted to know something more
about this man, Paul the pest, as he was called by the unbelieving Jews. (Sermon)

Here is Jack Arnold's outline for Acts 26 focusing on the apostle Paul

Paul Presents His Testimony to Agrippa - Acts 26:1-21

= Acts 26:1-3 His Congeniality

= Acts 26:4-5 His Character

= Acts 26:6-8 His Confidence

= Acts 26:9-11 His Cruelty

= Acts 26:12-15 His Conversion

= Acts 26:16-18 His Commission
= Acts 26:19-21 His Compliance

Paul Preaches the Gospel to Agrippa - Acts 26:22-25

s Acts 26:22 His Commitment to the Old Covenant
s Acts 26:23 His Commitment to the New Covenant
s Acts 26:24-25 His Clash with Festus

Paul Pleads with Agrippa to Accept Christ - Acts 26:26-29

= Acts 26:26 His Calm Assurance about Agrippa
= Acts 26:27-28 His Challenge to Agrippa
= Acts 26:29 His Call for Agrippa to Believe

Paul Proclaimed Innocent by Agrippa - Acts 26:30-32
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Gilbrant sets the stage - Consider the setting. King Agrippa sat there in all the finery of his royal robes (Acts 25:23-27 for context).
Beside him sat his beautiful 32-year-old sister Bernice, "blazing in all her jewels." (ED: See Stained glass of Agrippa and Bernice and
click to enlarge - look at their expressions!) All around were the town notables dressed in their best. Then there were the tribunes in

their uniforms with glittering swords at their sides. King Agrippa turned to Paul and told him he was permitted to speak for himself.
Paul did not hesitate. Filled once again with the power of the Holy Spirit, he began his defense. (Complete Biblical Library
Commentary)

Agrippa - also known as Herod Agrippa Il (See map of his kingdom) - Son of Herod Agrippa | (map of his kingdom - maps are
copyright Holman, do not reproduce) and Cypros, grandniece of Herod the Great. Being but 17 at his father's death (A.D. 44), he
was thought too young to succeed his father in the kingdom, but six years later (A.D. 50) the emperor Claudius conferred on him
Chalcis which had been under his uncle, shortly before deceased (A.D. 48). Then (A.D. 52) he was transferred to the tetrarchies
formerly held by Philip and Lysanias with the title "king." Accurately he is called so in Acts 25:13; Acts 26:2; Acts 26:7. Nero added
several cities of Galilee and Persea to his kingdom (A.D. 55). Five years later Paul pleaded before him, who naturally consulted him
on a question of Jewish law). (See Festus)

The great pomp (see Acts 25:23+) with which he and his sister Berenice (whose connection with him caused grave suspicion)
"entered the auditorium accompanied by the commanders and the prominent men of the city," accorded with his character, fond of
show. In the last Roman war Agrippa Il took part with the Romans in the destruction of his own nation in the same spirit of cold
cynicism with which he met the impassioned appeal of the apostle. After the fall of Jerusalem he retired with Berenice to Rome,
where he died in the third year of Trajan (A.D. 100).

He was the last of the race of Herod commemorated in history. Acts 25:13 represents his losing no time in going to Caesarea to
salute the new Roman governor. In exact consonance with this Josephus (Bell. 2:15, section 1; Life, section 11) records his anxiety
to stand well with the Roman governors, Alexander in Egypt, and Gessius Florus in Judaea, in the latter case Berenice
accompanying him. - See Main Article on the Herods for discussion of the Herods listed below:

. HEROD THE GREAT (Mt 2; Lk 1:5+),

. HEROD THE TETRARCH (Mt 14:1, etc.; Mk 7:17, etc.; Lk 3:1; 3:19; 9:7; Acts 13:1).
. HEROD PHILIP I.

. HEROD PHILIP 1.

. HEROD AGRIPPA I.

. HEROD AGRIPPA II.
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You are permitted to speak for yourself- In other words Paul did not require a spokesman or lawyer. "You are at liberty to speak
for yourself," TCNT...You have permission, Phillips... You may put your case before us, BB. Festus had introduced Paul in Acts
25:22-27+ but now King Agrippa takes over a "master of ceremonies” (so to speak). This is an arrogant move for "Agrippa as a king
and guest presides at the grand display while Festus has simply introduced Paul." (Robertson)

Permitted (have permission)(2010)(epitrepo) means Paul was allowed to speak on his own behalf. This is not a trial and there are
no charges pending against Paul. In fact that is the predicament for Festus finds himself in for he needs to concoct some charges to
send with the Roman escort who will take Paul to the Emperor, Nero. Epitrepo in Acts - Acts 21:39; Acts 21:40; Acts 26:1; Acts
27:3; Acts 28:16

MacArthur comments that "Paul’s testimony contains two main themes: Jesus Christ’s resurrection proves Him to be the Messiah,
and Paul’s transformed life proves the reality of Christ’'s resurrection. He masterfully weaves the saving gospel through this first-
person account." (Acts Commentary)

POSB notes that "It was the custom for a prisoner to raise his hand to the court as an act of appreciation for the privilege to speak."
(Preacher's Outline & Sermon Bible — Acts)

Then Paul stretched out his hand - Not to call for silence (not for silence as in Acts 12:17; Acts 13:16+ or Acts 21:40+) but in the
common gesture of an orator opening his discourse. This is a dramatic gesture on Paul's part. Some say this was as a "salute" to
the king. Don't you wish you could have seen this scene. (Watch the Video of this scene). His hand was chained to a Roman soldier
(Acts 26:29+)!. The text does not state it but clearlyPaul is a man filled with the Holy Spirit for as Jesus Himself declared to His
disciples

But be on your guard (present imperative); for they will deliver you to the courts, and you will be flogged in the
synagogues, andyou will stand before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to
them. (Exactly what Paul is doing in Acts 26) "And the Gospel must first be preached to all the nations. "And
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when they arrest you and deliver you up, do not be anxious beforehand (present imperative) about what you
are to say, but say whatever is given you in that hour; for (term of explanation) it is not you who speak, but it is
the Holy Spirit. (Mark 13:9-11)

To make his defense (imperfect tense)(626)(apologeomai from apo = from + légos = speech) literally means to speak oneself off,
hence to plead for oneself, to defend or speak or plead for oneself before a tribunal or elsewhere, seeking to convince the audience
he was innocent of the charges. Of course in this case Paul was not charged with anything so his "defense" is actually his
conversion, which in a sense is a defense of the veracity of the supernatural Gospel and the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ, Whom
he had personally seen. As John MacArthur says "Paul's testimony contains two main themes: Jesus Christ's resurrection proves
Him to be the Messiah, and Paul's transformed life proves the reality of Christ's resurrection. He masterfully weaves the saving
gospel through this first-person account." (New Testament Commentary — Acts) Apologeomai in NT - Lk. 12:11; Lk. 21:14; Acts
19:33; Acts 24:10; Acts 25:8; Acts 26:1; Acts 26:2; Acts 26:24; Rom. 2:15; 2 Co. 12:19

Spurgeon - Three times we have in Holy Writ a graphic report of the conversion of Paul. This may be accounted for partly from its
being one of the most remarkable events of early sacred history, Paul having had a greater effect upon the Christian Church than
any other living man. At the same time | think it teaches us that the Holy Spirit sets especial store by the facts connected with this
very remarkable conversion. If he gives it three times, in the sacred volume, we ought to give it a triple attention, and see if we
cannot learn therefrom.

Robertson - He has no word of censure of his enemies or of resentment, but seizes the opportunity to preach Christ to such a
distinguished company which he does with "singular dignity" (Furneaux). He is now bearing the name of Christ "before kings" (Acts
9:15).

Joseph Parker wrote, “We are afraid to speak about ourselves; and, in truth, | am not surprised at the fear... We think it ought to be
something between ourselves and God. Paul never thought so.”

TODAY IN THE WORD - DEVOTIONAL
We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. - 2 Corinthians 5:20

Nineteenth-century pastor and Bible teacher Albert Barnes wrote, ""Sinners often treat God's messengers kindly, and do much to
make them comfortable, and hear them gladly, while they themselves are unwilling to do the thing which is demanded of them--to
repent and believe the Gospel. They expect that their kind intentions will be accepted in the place of what God demands--
repentance and the forsaking of their sins.™

We're not sure how much, if anything, King Agrippa did to make Paul comfortable during the apostle's imprisonment in Caesarea.
But he did give Paul a full chance to present his defense and explain the real reason behind his arrest in Jerusalem and the
controversy swirling around him. Since Paul was passionate about the Person of Jesus Christ and the gospel ministry, it's not
surprising that his defense before Agrippa was delivered with passion. Paul used all of his persuasive powers to present the truth to
Agrippa, knowing that this king with a Jewish background was well-versed in ""Jewish customs and controversies™ (Acts 26:3).

It is likely that what we have in Acts 26 is a summary of Paul's speech. He set the proceedings in the right framework when he told
what God has promised our fathers™ (Acts 26:6). Later, Paul explained this hope as the

Agrippa that the heart of the issue was
death and resurrection of the Messiah (Acts 26:23). Paul took the king step by step through his own Jewish background and
upbringing. The apostle mentioned his zeal as a persecutor of Christians (Acts 26:9-11), and his conversion on the Damascus road.
With eloquence and conviction, he explained the gospel to Agrippa and those listening as repentance for sin and faith in Jesus. Paul
knew that Agrippa was ""familiar with these things"™, and so he spoke freely. But the apostle was not content with a solid defense.
He wanted Agrippa and the whole audience to believe the gospel. Paul's direct question to the king must have made him squirm a
little. Agrippa's edgy retort reveals a man under the searchlight of conviction--maybe the closest the king ever came to believing in
Christ. But Paul had done his part in presenting the gospel and asking for a decision.

APPLY THE WORD Today's study reminds us that once we have presented Christ and given a person the opportunity to receive
Him, the results are God's responsibility. This brings us back to the place of prayer in evangelism. If we have a passion for souls, we
will also be passionate in praying for the unsaved friends and relatives on our own list, and for a world of people who need Christ.

TODAY IN THE WORD - DEVOTIONAL

Does a trial by jury guarantee justice? Not according to Chicago Tribune columnist Eric Zorn: “Juries can be wrong. Dead wrong.
Panel members can assemble in a little room after trial and agree as one to illogical, bigoted, emotional or just plain dull-witted
conclusions that result in the administration of whimsy, not justice.” Citing dozens of examples, he continues: “Juries can and clearly
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have been known to acquit the guilty and convict the innocent. Sometimes they are overly skeptical, sometimes they are overly
credulous. Sometimes prosecutors, defense attorneys or witnesses misrepresent the facts to them or hide facts from them.”

As Paul also found, human justice is an uncertain and often flawed enterprise. No charge was ever proven against the apostle, and
in today’s reading Agrippa admitted that they had no reason to hold him except for his appeal to Caesar (Acts 26:32). Acts 24:1-
26:32 are full of legal talk about accusations and hearings on guilt and innocence. But the overriding emphasis from Luke’s
standpoint and from Paul’s was still the truth and the spread of the Gospel. That's why the apostle’s defense before Agrippa was
much more than just a protest of his innocence of the charges against him. It was a superb summary of the essence of
Christianity in which Paul defended two key propositions.

First, he reminded the king that faith in a risen, divine Christ is the heart of Christianity (Acts 26:1-8). Paul was
on trial because of his belief that God raises the dead, although such a proposition was actually part of the
promise that God had made to Israel.

Second, Paul maintained that Jesus’ resurrection was attested by his personal encounter with the risen Christ
and by the Scriptures themselves (Acts 26:12-23). Paul wasn’t alone in his testimony. Moses and the prophets
also said that the Messiah would suffer and rise from the dead.

APPLY THE WORD Today’s text is an example of how a believer can weave Scripture and experience to make a compelling
witness. Every time you tell someone about Jesus you are helping to write a new chapter in the unfinished story of the church.

Acts 26:2 "In regard to all the things of which | am accused by the Jews, | consider myself fortunate, King Agrippa, that |
am about to make my defense before you today;

BGT Acts 26:2 lNep mvTov v YyKoAO pou T ouda wv, BAOIAE  yp TITICQ, YNUOI POUTV POK pIOV T GO
M Awv o pepov TToAoye oBai

NET Acts 26:2 "Regarding all the things | have been accused of by the Jews, King Agrippa, | consider myself
fortunate that | am about to make my defense before you today,

GNT Acts 26:2 Mep T vTwv v YKOAO poi 11 oudx wv, BGOIANE  yp TIQ, YNUOI HOUTV HPOK PIOV T 0O
M Awv o pepov TToAoye oBai

NLT Acts 26:2 "I am fortunate, King Agrippa, that you are the one hearing my defense today against all these
accusations made by the Jewish leaders,

KJV Acts 26:2 | think myself happy, king Agrippa, because | shall answer for myself this day before thee
touching all the things whereof | am accused of the Jews:

ESV Acts 26:2 "I consider myself fortunate that it is before you, King Agrippa, | am going to make my defense
today against all the accusations of the Jews,

CSB Acts 26:2 "l consider myself fortunate, King Agrippa, that today | am going to make a defense before you
about everything | am accused of by the Jews,

NIV Acts 26:2 "King Agrippa, | consider myself fortunate to stand before you today as | make my defense
against all the accusations of the Jews,

NKJ Acts 26:2 "l think myself happy, King Agrippa, because today | shall answer for myself before you
concerning all the things of which | am accused by the Jews,

NRS Acts 26:2 "I consider myself fortunate that it is before you, King Agrippa, | am to make my defense today
against all the accusations of the Jews,

YLT Acts 26:2 'Concerning all things of which | am accused by Jews, king Agrippa, | have thought myself
happy, being about to make a defence before thee to-day,

NAB Acts 26:2 "l count myself fortunate, King Agrippa, that | am to defend myself before you today against all
the charges made against me by the Jews,

NJB Acts 26:2 'l consider myself fortunate, King Agrippa, in that it is before you | am to answer today all the
charges made against me by the Jews,

GWN Acts 26:2 "King Agrippa, | think I'm fortunate today to stand in front of you and defend myself against



every charge that the Jews brought against me.

=« Paul Before Agrippa - Video - 7 minutes
= Acts 26 Resources - Multiple sermons and commentaries

PAUL'S BLESSED
OPPORTUNITY

The English word OPPORTUNITY is derived from the Latin phrase "ob portu.” In ancient times, before modern harbors, ships had
to wait for the timing of the tide before they could make it safely to port. Thus "OB PORTU," described the ship waiting "FOR
PORT," ready to seize the moment when it could ride the tide into safe harbor. The captain knew that if he missed the passing tide,
the "ob portu,” the ship would have to wait for another tide to come in. God gives each of us many "ob portu's", but we must be
spiritually wise and Spirit filled in order to see and seize them. As Charles Swindoll said "We are all faced with a series of great
opportunities (ob portu's) brilliantly disguised as impossible situations." Shakespeare's famous line from Julius Caesar conveys the
same thought: "There is a tide in the affairs of men (an "ob portu"), Which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune; Omitted, all the
voyage of their life Is bound in shallows and in miseries. On such a full sea are we now afloat; And we must take the current when it
serves, Or lose our ventures." And so Paul a man filled with the Spirit of power and discernment recognized that God had given him
a once in a lifetime "window of opportunity" before King Agrippa Il and so he seized the moment. No wonder he would later write
from prison that all believers should be continually (present tense) be "making the most of (Redeeming - KJV) your time (kairos =
"opportunity"), because the days are evil. (Eph 5:16). Dear follower of Christ, are you daily filled with the Spirit, so that you too like
Paul might recognize those "once in a lifetime" opportunities that God providentially brings across your path?

Related Resource:

= Redeeming the Time

Most of the versions have "fortunate" but that reminds me of the Roman goddess "Fortuna" (Greek equivalent) and congers up the
thought that Paul was there by "good fortune." It was not by some stroke of fate that Paul was now before Agrippa. Paul was there
by good (God's) providence and he considered this as a blessing from God (cf James 1:17+). Why? Because this was what Jesus
had promised (Acts 9:15+), prophesying that he would proclaim the Gospel "before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel;"
and his golden opportunity had arrived and Paul clearly recognized it as such. And so to Paul, this was a blessing from the Lord!

Dr J Vernon McGee - The appearance of Paul before Agrippa is, in my judgment, the high point in the entire ministry of this apostle.
It is a fulfillment of the prophecy that he should appear before kings and rulers (Acts 9:15+). Undoubtedly it was God’s will that he
should come before King Agrippa....There are several features about this chapter that we ought to note before we get into Paul’'s
message before King Agrippa. First of all, | want to make it clear again that Paul is not on trial...He is preaching the Gospel. In view
of the fact that this great apostle had appealed to Caesar, not even King Agrippa could condemn him, and he is certainly out of the
hands of Governor Festus (cf Acts 26:32)...They no longer had the authority to condemn him....so Paul...is trying to win these men
for Christ. This was not a trial, but it was a public appearance of Paul before King Agrippa and the court so that they might learn
firsthand from the apostle what “that Way” really is....Therefore they have this public appearance to explainThe Way. (ED: See
discussion of The Way). | think this was one of the most splendid opportunities that any minister ever had to preach Christ. There
has never again been an opportunity quite like this....This stirs the imagination. | trust that somehow we can picture this scene before
us as we listen to the message of Paul. This elaborate gathering is for just one purpose: to hear from a notable prisoner by the name
of Paul. He is the one who has already been over the greater part of the Roman Empire, certainly the eastern part of it, preaching
The Way. When the door of that great throne room swings open, a prisoner in chains is ushered into this colorful scene. ...This is the
man who teaches and preaches the death, the burial, and the resurrection of Christ for men because they are sinners and need a
Savior. This is the one who can speak with authority about the new Way. And they will listen to this man because he knows how to
speak and because he is an intelligent man. The light of heaven is on his face. He is no longer Saul of Tarsus but Paul the apostle.
What a contrast he is to that gay, giddy crowd of nobility gathered therel...I do not think, frankly, that Paul was physically attractive.
Yet he had the dynamic kind of attraction which the grace of God gives to a man. He was energized by the Holy Spirit. Oh, that you
and | might be able to say with Paul, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless | live; yet not |, but Christ liveth in me: and the life
which | now live in the flesh | live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me” (Gal. 2:20+). Now let’s turn
our eyes from the glitter and the glamour of the occasion to the two men who stand out in this assembly: Agrippa and Paul. What a
contrast! One of them is in purple, the other is in prison garb. One is on a throne, the other is in shackles. One wears a crown, the
other is in chains. (Ed: But he will one day wear a crown - cf 2 Ti 4:8t). Agrippa is a king, but in the slavery of sin (Ro 6:17, 20+, Jn
8:34, 2 Pe 2:19+). Paul is a chained prisoner, rejoicing in the freedom of sins forgiven and liberty in Christ (Jn 8:32, 34, Ro 6:%).
Agrippa is an earthly king who could not free Paul nor himself. Paul is an ambassador of the King (2 Cor 5:20+) who had freed him
and who could free Agrippa from the damning effects of sin. (Thru the Bible - Notes on Acts 26:1)


https://www.jesusfilm.org/watch/book-of-acts.html/paul-before-agrippa/english.html
http://www.preceptaustin.org/acts-26-resources
https://www.preceptaustin.org/greek_quick_reference_guide#present
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_1310-11#k
http://www.preceptaustin.org/the_providence_of_god
https://www.preceptaustin.org/redeem_the_time
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fortuna
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tyche
http://www.preceptaustin.org/the_providence_of_god
https://www.preceptaustin.org/james_116-18#1:17
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GGRV_enUS757US763&q=prophesying&spell=1&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwib342az5vjAhUCX80KHbIzCZIQkeECCC0oAA
https://www.preceptaustin.org/2_timothy_47-8#4:8
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_615-20#6:17
https://www.preceptaustin.org/2_peter_219#2:19
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_66-7#6:7
https://www.preceptaustin.org/2corinthians_520-21_commentary#5:20
https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/ttb/acts-26.html

Thomas Constable - Jesus had also told His disciples that before the Tribulation enemies would deliver them to prison and bring
them before kings and governors for His name's sake (Acts 9:15+). This, He said, would lead to an opportunity for their testimony
(Luke 21:12-13+). This is exactly what happened to Paul, and he used this opportunity to give his testimony, as this chapter records.
(Acts 26 Commentary)

Fortunate (3107)(makarios from root makar, but others say from mak = large or lengthy) means to be happy, but not in the usual
sense of happiness based on positive circumstances. From the Biblical perspective Makarios describes the person who is free from

daily cares and worries because his every breath and circumstance is in the hands of His Maker Who gives him such an assurance
(such a "blessing"). So here is Paul in chains, but sincerely expressing the blessing. Now that's a proper perspective on not looking
at one's circumstances, but at the sovereign God in control of all circumstances!

In regard to all the things of which | am accused by the Jews- See the lawyer Tertullus' accusations (Acts 24:5-9+) leveled
against Paul on behalf of the Jewish religious leaders who had traveled from Jerusalem to Caesarea to re-open the case in the court
of Festus.

Longenecker- Since Festus had already said that Paul had not committed a capital crime (cf. Acts 25:25+), Paul chose to defend
himself only against the charge that he had transgressed against Judaism.

| am accused (present tense)(1458)(egkaleo from en = in + kaleo = to call) means to call in,. It was a legal technical term meaning
to bring charges against, institute proceedings against someone.

Egkaleo in NT - Acts 19:38; Acts 19:40; Acts 23:28; Acts 23:29; Acts 26:2; Acts 26:7; Rom. 8:33

| consider myself fortunate, King Agrippa, that | am about to make my defense before you today- Spurgeon writes "With
what courtesy does he speak! Paul is bold; but see how he is all things to all men! And he begins an address for his life with great
adroitness and skill; teaching us that we are to use all the courtesies of life to those to whom they belong, and never to cause
needless irritation. There is enough offence in the Cross of itself, without our being offensive when uplifting it.....It is always well to try
to be on good terms with the person whom you wish to impress with the truth of the gospel. Paul therefore did not begin bluntly, as
some foolish people would have done, but he addressed the king most courteously and respectfully. | think | see the little man, as he
doubtless was. Paul the man with feeble eyes, and with no great bodily presence to command attention, yet bravely stretching out
his hand, and, like a preacher, thus addressing Herod Agrippa.”

Gilbrant - Paul made no criticism of the king's empty display, nor did he refer to the jewelry of Bernice or her unsavory reputation.
He was intent not on defending himself but his Master. The cause of Christ was always more important to him than his own cause.
Thus, with all courtesy and deep earnestness he began his defense. (Ibid)

Consider (2233) (hegeomai from ago = to lead) primarily signifies to lead then, consider (Heb 11:26; 2Pe 3:15) To think about and
come to a conclusion. It was a mathematical term. The idea here is of making a decision after weighing the facts and/or
circumstances.

Make...defense (626)(apologeomai from apo = from + logos = speech) literally means, “to talk one’s self off from" and thus to
speak in one's own defense, defend oneself. BDAG - "to speak in one’s own defense against charges presumed to be
false," Apologia was a technical word used in the Greek law courts and was used of an attorney who talked his client off from a
charge preferred against him. In short it refers to a speech given in defense.

The English word “apologetics” comes from the Gr. word here translated “defense.” Our English word apology originally did not
mean “to say | am sorry” but actually referred to “a defense presented in court.” Apologetics is the branch of theology that deals
with the defense of the faith. Every Christian should be able to give a reasoned defense of his hope in Christ, especially in hopeless
situations. A crisis creates the opportunity for witness when a believer behaves with faith and hope, because the unbelievers will
then sit up and take notice.

See Related Resources at Gotquestions:

= What is Christian apologetics?

= Does the Bible call Christians to defend the faith / argue for the faith?
= What is classical apologetics?;

« What is an apologist?;

= What is evidential apologetics?

« What is presuppositional apologetics?

=« Questions about Apologetics and Worldview
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Apologeomai - 10x in 10v - Usage: defend(1), defending(2), make a defense(1), make...defense(3), said in...defense(1), saying
in...defense(1), speak in...defense(1). Only used twice in the Septuagint - Jer 12:1, Jer 31:6.

Luke 12:11 "When they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not worry
about how or what you are to speak in your defense, or what you are to say;

Luke 21:14 "So make up your minds not to prepare beforehand to defend yourselves;

Acts 19:33 Some of the crowd concluded it was Alexander, since the Jews had put him forward; and having
motioned with his hand, Alexander was intending to make a defense to the assembly.

Acts 24:10 When the governor had nodded for him to speak, Paul responded: "Knowing that for many years
you have been a judge to this nation, | cheerfully make my defense,

Acts 25:8 while Paul said in his own defense, "I have committed no offense either against the Law of the Jews
or against the temple or against Caesar."

Acts 26:1 Agrippa said to Paul, "You are permitted to speak for yourself." Then Paul stretched out his hand
and proceeded to make his defense:

Acts 26:2 "In regard to all the things of which | am accused by the Jews, | consider myself fortunate, King
Agrippa, that | am about to make my defense before you today;

Acts 26:24 While Paul was saying this in his defense, Festus said in a loud voice, "Paul, you are out of your
mind! Your great learning is driving you mad."

Romans 2:15 in that they show the work of the Law written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness
and their thoughts alternately accusing or else defending them,

2 Corinthians 12:19 All this time you have been thinking that we are defending ourselves to you. Actually, it is
in the sight of God that we have been speaking in Christ; and all for your upbuilding, beloved.

Acts 26:3 especially because you are an expert in all customs and questions among the Jews; therefore | beg you to listen
to me patiently.

BGT Acts 26:3 p AioTO yv OTNV VTQX OE TT VTV TV KT  ouda oug B v Te kot Nt Twv, 81 8 OpaI JOKPOBO pwg
KO OX pou.

NET Acts 26:3 because you are especially familiar with all the customs and controversial issues of the Jews.
Therefore | ask you to listen to me patiently.

GNT Acts 26:3 p NOTG yv OTNV VTX O€ T VTWV TV K&XT ouda oug B v Te Ko ¢ Twv, O & opol JoKPoB pwg
KO OX pou.

NLT Acts 26:3 for | know you are an expert on all Jewish customs and controversies. Now please listen to me
patiently!

KJV Acts 26:3 Especially because | know thee to be expert in all customs and questions which are among the
Jews: wherefore | beseech thee to hear me patiently.

ESV Acts 26:3 especially because you are familiar with all the customs and controversies of the Jews.
Therefore | beg you to listen to me patiently.

CSB Acts 26:3 especially since you are an expert in all the Jewish customs and controversies. Therefore | beg
you to listen to me patiently.

NIV Acts 26:3 and especially so because you are well acquainted with all the Jewish customs and
controversies. Therefore, | beg you to listen to me patiently.

NKJ Acts 26:3 "especially because you are expert in all customs and questions which have to do with the
Jews. Therefore | beg you to hear me patiently.

NRS Acts 26:3 because you are especially familiar with all the customs and controversies of the Jews;
therefore | beg of you to listen to me patiently.

YLT Acts 26:3 especially knowing thee to be acquainted with all things -- both customs and questions --



among Jews; wherefore, | beseech thee, patiently to hear me.

NAB Acts 26:3 especially since you are an expert in all the Jewish customs and controversies. And therefore |
beg you to listen patiently.

NJB Acts 26:3 the more so because you are an expert in matters of custom and controversy among the Jews.
So | beg you to listen to me patiently.

GWN Acts 26:3 | say this since you are especially familiar with every custom and controversy in Judaism. So |
ask you to listen patiently to me.

BBE Acts 26:3 The more so, because you are expert in all questions to do with the Jews and their ways: so |
make my request to you to give me a hearing to the end.

= because. Acts 26:26; Acts 6:14; 21:21; 24:10; 25:19, 20, 26; 28:17. Dt 17:18. 1 Co. 13:2.
= therefore | beg you to listen to me patiently Acts 24:4.

=« Paul Before Agrippa - Video - 7 minutes
= Acts 26 Resources - Multiple sermons and commentaries

Paul Presents His Testimony to Agrippa - Acts 26:1-21

= Acts 26:1-3 His Congeniality

= Acts 26:4-5 His Character

= Acts 26:6-8 His Confidence

= Acts 26:9-11 His Cruelty

= Acts 26:12-15 His Conversion

= Acts 26:16-18 His Commission
= Acts 26:19-21 His Compliance

PAUL EXPLAINS WHY HE CONSIDERED
HIMSELF FORTUNATE

Paul is not flattering like Tertullus did (Acts 24:2-4+) but is sincere - he is thankful that Agrippa is familiar with aspects of the Jewish
religion.

Jack Arnold - Paul was cool, calm and collected as he was surrounded by all these prominent personages. He was the
commanding figure in this banquet and he had commanding control of the whole situation. Paul became the center of attention and
he conducted himself like a gentleman. Paul was delighted to give his testimony before Agrippa for Agrippa understood Mosaic Law
and Jewish religious customs. Notice how polite, courteous and congenial Paul was as he spoke directly to the king. Paul did not
argue with Agrippa. He did not use caustic language. He did not raise his voice. He did not start out by telling Agrippa he was a
sinner in need of Christ and destined for hell if he did not repent and turn to Christ. Paul merely gave his testimony, giving an
intelligent, logical and magnificent witness to King Agrippa. (Sermon)

Butler quips that "Paul did not slobber with sycophantic statements to Agrippa but honored Agrippa properly by stating that Agrippa
had much knowledge regarding the subject upon which Paul was being tried." (Analytical Bible Expositor — Acts)

Longenecker - "This was just the kind of situation Paul had longed for during two bleak years in prison-viz., a knowledgeable judge
and a not inherently antagonistic audience before whom he could not only make his defense but also proclaim his message.”

Especially because you are an expert...therefore | beg you to listen to me patiently- "since you are outstandingly familiar"
Later Paul declares that Agrippa knew about the events that had occurred concerning Jesus (Acts 26:26+) and that he believed the
Old Testament prophets (Acts 26:27+) In short Paul appealed to this "good" quality of Agrippa to open the door so that Agrippa
might listen carefully and receive the Gospel Paul was about to explain. Yes he was giving a defense but as he did he gave the
Gospel and in so doing Agrippa (and all present that fateful day) became the defendants! What Paul did on that day is what believers
are to do as they seek to imitate Paul (1 Cor 11:1+)...

Sanctify (aorist imperative = "Just Do It!) Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense
(apologia) to everyone who asks you to give an account for thehope (cf Pal speaking of "hope" in the
following verses) that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; (1 Peter 3:15+)

J Vernon McGee - Paul is now speaking to a man who understands what he is talking about. Agrippa is an intelligent man, he
knows the Mosaic Law, and he understands the Jewish background. Paul really rejoices in this opportunity to speak to such an
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instructed man who will understand the true nature of the case. Paul likewise is well instructed in the Mosaic Law, but Paul has met
Christ. Now the Law has a new meaning for him. The soul of Paul is flooded with a new light. Now he sees that Christ is the end of
the Law for righteousness (Ro 10:4+). Now he knows that God has supplied that (perfect righteousness) which He had demanded.
He knows that God is good and that through Christ God is gracious. Paul wants King Agrippa to know this. There is a consummate
passion filling the soul of the apostle as he speaks. | think this is his masterpiece. His message on Mars’ Hill (Areopagus - Acts
17:22+) is great, but it does not compare at all to this message. Although there were probably several hundred people present to
hear this message, Paul is speaking to only one man, King Agrippa. Paul is trying to win this man for Christ.

In Paul's approach he is conducting himself with wisdom toward outsiders even as he commanded the saints at Colossae in Col 4:5,
6-note. We all do well to emulate his pattern!

Expert (only NT use)(1109)(gnostes from ginosko = to know by experience) means one who knows, one thoroughly acquainted
with or practiced in something, one who is knowledgeable about something. Vine adds "a connoisseur." (an expert able to
appreciate a field; especially in the fine arts)

Gnostes in the Septuagint - 1 Sam. 28:3; 1 Sam. 28:9; 2 Ki. 21:6; 2 Chr. 35:19; Acts 26:3

Robertson - Agrippa was qualified to give Paul an understanding and a sympathetic hearing. Paul understands perfectly the grand-
stand play of the whole performance, but he refused to be silent and chose to use this opportunity, slim as it seemed, to get a fresh
hearing for his own case and to present the claims of Christ to this influential man. His address is a masterpiece of noble apologetic.

Gilbrant - Agrippa's father was zealous for the Jewish law up to almost the end of his life. He was concerned about Jewish customs
and the temple. Because Agrippa himself was now the Roman official in charge of the temple, he must have learned a great deal
from his own experiences as well as from his father's. He would know too how controversial many of the questions were that arose
among the Jews and how the customs varied among the different sects such as the Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essenes. (The
Complete Biblical Library — Acts)

Customs (1485)(ethos frometho = to be used, to be accustomed) refers to a usual or customary manner of behavior,
habit, pattern of behavior which is more or less fixed by tradition or practice. It may be established by law or otherwise generally
sanctioned by the society.

The Jews - It is not "the Jews". The article "the" is added by NAS translators and is not a good addition. The absence of the definite
article ("the") in Greek conveys the more accurate sense of "some Jews." If Paul had said "the Jews" this would have indicted the
entire nation of Israel, which clearly was not his intent.

Jews (2453) (loudaios ultimately derived from Hebrew Yehudi = a member of the tribe of Judah) is an adjective refers to one who
belongs to the Jewish race with focus on adherence to Mosaic tradition (Acts 10:28, 22:3, 21:39). A Jew in respect to race or religion
(as opposed to Gentiles). In the plural, it means the Jews, the people of ancient Palestine.

Therefore | beg you to listen to me patiently - A respectful way to address the king.

I beg (beseech, request) (1189)(deomai from deo = to bind) means to ask for something with the sense of pleading, beseeching or
begging.

Listen to me patiently - Yes, Paul was "on trial" (although they had already decided to send him to Caesar), but in another sense
(similar to Jesus' appearance before Pilate) it was really Agrippa who was on trial for his eternal destiny was at stake. Thus Paul
begs him to listen, this word for listen not simply referring to hearing but hearing with attention, hearing so as to respond to what is
heard, to listen or pay attention to a person with resulting conformity to what is advised or commanded. | would submit that Paul was
not only defending himself but was prosecuting Agrippa’s soul! | am reminded of his words to the Church at Corinth...

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating through us;we beg (same verb he
uses here in Acts 26:3 - (deomai ) you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. (2 Cor 5:20-note)

Patiently (only NT use)(3116) (makrothumos from makros = long, distant, far off, large +thumos = temper, passion, emotion
or thumoomai = to be furious or burn with intense anger) is literally long-tempered (not "short tempered), a long holding out of the
mind before it gives room to action or passion. See noun makrothumia and verb makrothumeo. Makrothumos is used repeatedly in
the Septuagint to describe the wonderful attribute of God as "slow to anger," and is used in Proverbs as a description of the godly
man (see below).

BDAG o n makrothumos - pertaining to being self-controlled in the face of provocation = patient, forbearing, tolerant, even-
tempered. (a) of human beings (Pr 14:29; 15:18; 16:32 al.) (b.) of God (Ex 34:6; Num 14:18; 2 Esdr 19:17 al.)

Gilbrant on makrothumos - An adverbial form, makrothumos occurs only one time in the Greek New Testament (Acts 26:3). It does
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not appear in the adverbial form in the Septuagint although the adjective form makrothumos occurs often. Liddell-Scott does not cite
a single occurrence of the word in classical Greek, nor does Moulton-Milligan cite any occurrence in the papyri literature. For insight
into the meaning of the adverb makrothumos one may look at the kindred verb makrothumeo or the adjective form makrothumos.
Both the verb and adjective support the basic concept that makrothumds describes actions that are “patient, forbearing, slow to
anger.” In Acts 26:3 Paul asked Agrippa that he be patient (makrothumds) in hearing him and that he reserve judgment. Above all
Paul was concerned that Agrippa allow him ample time to present what Agrippa needed to know.(Complete Biblical Library Greek-
English Dictionary)

Makrothumos in the Septuagint - slow to anger

Exod. 34:6; Num. 14:18; Neh. 9:17; Ps. 7:11; Ps. 86:15; Ps. 103:8; Ps. 145:8; Prov. 14:29; Prov. 15:18; Prov.
16:32; Prov. 17:27; Eccl. 7:8; Dan. 4:27; Joel 2:13; Jon. 4:2; Nah. 1:3

Slow to anger is a divine attribute (one which we all are eternally grateful for!). The Septuagint repeatedly
uses the word makrothumos

Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD God,
compassionate and gracious, slow to anger (makrothumos) , and abounding in
lovingkindness and truth; (Ex 34:6)

But You, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, Slow to anger (makrothumos) and
abundant in lovingkindness and truth. (Ps 86:15)

The LORD is compassionate and gracious, Slow to anger (makrothumos) and abounding
in lovingkindness. (Ps 103:8)

The LORD is gracious and merciful; Slow to anger (makrothumos) and great in
lovingkindness. (Ps 145:8)

And rend your heart and not your garments.” Now return to the LORD your God, For He is
gracious and compassionate, slow to anger (makrothumos), abounding in lovingkindness
And relenting of evil. (Joel 2:13+)

God calls us (in essence) to "imitate (present imperative) Him" (Eph 5:1+) and to exercise Spirit enabled (Gal
5:22+) long-suffering (slowness to anger) in the face of provocation and unjust treatment.

He who is slow to anger (makrothumos) has great understanding, But he who is quick-
tempered exalts folly. (Pr 14:29)

A hot-tempered man stirs up strife, But the slow to angerslow to anger (makrothumos)
calms a dispute. (Pr 15:18)

He who is slow to anger (makrothumos) is better than the mighty, And he who rules his
spirit, than he who captures a city. (Pr 16:32)

He who restrains his words has knowledge, And he who has a cool spirit fnakrothumos)
is a man of understanding. (Pr 17:27)

Acts 26:4 "So then, all Jews know my manner of life from my youth up, which from the beginning was spent among my
own nation and at Jerusalem;

Amplified - [Especially] because you are so fully and unusually conversant with all the Jewish customs and
controversies; therefore, | beg you to hear me patiently.

BGT Acts26:4 Tvpvov B wovpou[Tv] KVveETNTOGTV T pPXGYevouvnv v T Bvel Yyou v Te €POCOA PoIQ
ocol T vTeg [0 ] ouda ol

NET Acts 26:4 Now all the Jews know the way | lived from my youth, spending my life from the beginning
among my own people and in Jerusalem.

GNT Acts26:4TvpvovBwoVvpou[Tv] KveTnToOGTV T pPX G Yevou vnv v T Bvel pou v 1€ €POCOA LOIG
ocol M vTeg [0 ] ouda ol

NLT Acts 26:4 "As the Jewish leaders are well aware, | was given a thorough Jewish training from my earliest
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childhood among my own people and in Jerusalem.

KJV Acts 26:4 My manner of life from my youth, which was at the first among mine own nation at Jerusalem,
know all the Jews;

ESV Acts 26:4 "My manner of life from my youth, spent from the beginning among my own nation and in
Jerusalem, is known by all the Jews.

CSB Acts 26:4 "All the Jews know my way of life from my youth, which was spent from the beginning among
my own nation and in Jerusalem.

NIV Acts 26:4 "The Jews all know the way | have lived ever since | was a child, from the beginning of my life in
my own country, and also in Jerusalem.

NKJ Acts 26:4 "My manner of life from my youth, which was spent from the beginning among my own nation
at Jerusalem, all the Jews know.

NRS Acts 26:4 "All the Jews know my way of life from my youth, a life spent from the beginning among my
own people and in Jerusalem.

YLT Acts 26:4 "The manner of my life then, indeed, from youth -- which from the beginning was among my
nation, in Jerusalem -- know do all the Jews,

NAB Acts 26:4 My manner of living from my youth, a life spent from the beginning among my people and in
Jerusalem, all (the) Jews know.

NJB Acts 26:4 'My manner of life from my youth, a life spent from the beginning among my own people and in
Jerusalem, is common knowledge among the Jews.

GWN Acts 26:4 "All the Jews know how | lived the earliest days of my youth with my own people and in
Jerusalem.

BBE Acts 26:4 All the Jews have knowledge of my way of life from my early years, as it was from the start
among my nation, and at Jerusalem;

= Paul Before Agrippa - Video - 7 minutes
= Acts 26 Resources - Multiple sermons and commentaries

Paul Presents His Testimony to Agrippa - Acts 26:1-21

= Acts 26:1-3 His Congeniality

= Acts 26:4-5 His Character

= Acts 26:6-8 His Confidence

= Acts 26:9-11 His Cruelty

= Acts 26:12-15 His Conversion

= Acts 26:16-18 His Commission
= Acts 26:19-21 His Compliance

SAUL'S REPUTATION
WAS WELL-KNOWN

All Jews know my manner of life from my youth up - Paul did not need to go into great detail. As A T Robertson says "Paul's
early life in Tarsus and Jerusalem was an open book to all Jews." Even his Jewish accusers knew the kind of zealous, dedicated
Jewish life he had lived. And so as Paul begins his testimony of his conversion, he first describes what he was like before he met
Jesus. This "before-after" motif is always a good pattern for believers to emulate when we give our testimony of God's grace, but we
need to take care not to go into graphic detail of sins we committed while we lived in the kingdom of darkness. | have heard some
testimonies that place more emphasis on the person's time in the darkness, to the point that | even felt defiled after they concluded
their account. It is best to keep our pre-conversion life and lifestyle as brief as possible, because that is who we once were and it
pales in comparison to who we now are in Christ by grace through faith (Eph 2:8-94+).

Manner of life (biosis) is used only here and refers to how one spends his earthly life or how one lives.

Which from the beginning (arche) was spent among my own nation and at Jerusalem - Paul is testifying that he was Jewish to
the core! From the beginning would refer to his birth in Tarsus the capital of the Roman province of Cilicia. And then he describes
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his time in Jerusalem (exactly what years this time encompasses is not certain). It is interesting that Paul does not mention his
Roman citizenship. Paul had given a similar pre-conversion account before the Jews in Jerusalem who "were seeking to kill him"
even "beating" him (Acts 21:31-32+) ...

Acts 22:3+ “l am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city, educated under Gamaliel, strictly
according to the law of our fathers, being zealous for God just as you all are today.

NET Note - Gamaliel was a famous Jewish scholar and teacher mentioned here in Acts 5:34+ and in Acts
22:3. He had a grandson of the same name and is referred to as “Gamaliel the Elder” to avoid confusion. He
is quoted a number of times in the Mishnah, was given the highest possible title for Jewish teachers, Rabba
(cf. John 20:16), and was highly regarded in later rabbinic tradition.

At Jerusalem - Gilbrant writes that Saul (Paul) "was sent early to Jerusalem to be educated and taught a trade. His teacher,
Gamaliel, was one of the most distinguished rabbis of that time and was a grandson of the famous Hillel who is still revered by
orthodox Jews. At his feet the young Paul (then called by his Hebrew name, Saul) learned the Old Testament and all the rabbinical
traditions and interpretations." (CBC)

Acts 26:5 since they have known about me for a long time, if they are willing to testify, that | lived as a Pharisee according
to the strictest sect of our religion.

BGT Acts 26:5 mpoyiv OKovT ¢ pe vwBev, Vv B Awol HopTUPE v, TI KOT TV KPIBEOT TNV & PECIV TG UET POG
Bpnoke og {noa Popiox 0g.

NET Acts 26:5 They know, because they have known me from time past, if they are willing to testify, that
according to the strictest party of our religion, | lived as a Pharisee.

GNT Acts 26:5 mpoylv okovT ¢ pe vwBev, v B Awal POPTUPE V, TI KOT TV KPIBECT TNV O PECIV TG HET POQ
Bpnoke og {noax opico 0G.

NLT Acts 26:5 If they would admit it, they know that | have been a member of the Pharisees, the strictest sect
of our religion.

KJV Acts 26:5 Which knew me from the beginning, if they would testify, that after the most straitest sect of our
religion | lived a Pharisee.

ESV Acts 26:5 They have known for a long time, if they are willing to testify, that according to the strictest
party of our religion | have lived as a Pharisee.

CSB Acts 26:5 They had previously known me for quite some time, if they were willing to testify, that
according to the strictest party of our religion | lived as a Pharisee.

NIV Acts 26:5 They have known me for a long time and can testify, if they are willing, that according to the
strictest sect of our religion, | lived as a Pharisee.

NKJ Acts 26:5 "They knew me from the first, if they were willing to testify, that according to the strictest sect of
our religion | lived a Pharisee.

NRS Acts 26:5 They have known for a long time, if they are willing to testify, that | have belonged to the
strictest sect of our religion and lived as a Pharisee.

YLT Acts 26:5 knowing me before from the first, (if they may be willing to testify,) that after the most exact sect
of our worship, | lived a Pharisee;

NAB Acts 26:5 They have known about me from the start, if they are willing to testify, that | have lived my life
as a Pharisee, the strictest party of our religion.

NJB Acts 26:5 They have known me for a long time and could testify, if they would, that | followed the strictest
party in our religion and lived as a Pharisee.

GWN Acts 26:5 They've known me for a long time and can testify, if they're willing, that | followed the strictest
party of our religion. They know that | lived my life as a Pharisee.

BBE Acts 26:5 And they are able to say, if they would give witness, that | was living as a Pharisee, in that
division of our religion which is most regular in the keeping of the law.
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« if they are willing to testify Acts 22:5.

= that | lived as a Pharisee. Acts 23:6. Phil 3:5, 6.
= the strictest sect Acts 24:5, 14.

= Paul Before Agrippa - Video - 7 minutes

= Acts 26 Resources - Multiple sermons and commentaries
Paul Presents His Testimony to Agrippa - Acts 26:1-21

= Acts 26:1-3 His Congeniality

= Acts 26:4-5 His Character

= Acts 26:6-8 His Confidence

= Acts 26:9-11 His Cruelty

= Acts 26:12-15 His Conversion

= Acts 26:16-18 His Commission
= Acts 26:19-21 His Compliance

SAUL'S REPUTATION
CONTINUED

Since they have known about me for a long time - Paul repeats what he had said in Acts 26:4 "So then, all Jews know my
manner of life."

Known (previously known)(4267) (proginosko from pré = before + ginosko = know) literally means to know about something prior
to some temporal reference point. How long? Luke does not say but possibly from the beginning of Paul's public education in
Jerusalem. The point is Paul was well-known.

If they are willing to testify - "A neat turning of the tables on the distinguished audience about Paul's Jerusalem reputation before
his conversion." (Robertson)

Gilbrant - "If those who knew Paul from the beginning (of his stay in Jerusalem) would testify (bear witness), they would have to say
Paul lived as a Pharisee, following the teachings of the strictest of the Jewish sects."

Testify (be a witness) (3140)(martureo) means to bear witness by stating facts based on firsthand knowledge of Paul's life and how
he was a chief persecutor of Christians.

Longenecker comments that "It was not in spite of his Jewish heritage but because of it, Paul insisted, that he believed and
proclaimed what he did. So he began the body of his address by drawing together his Pharisaic background and his Christian
commitment, arguing that the Jewish hope and the Christian message are inseparably related. (Expositor's Bible Commentary —
Volume 9: John and Acts)

That | lived as a Pharisee according to the strictest sect of our religion- Paul is saying he was as Jewish as anyone could be,
being a member of the sect that held firmly to the Law of Moses. He used his membership as a Pharisee to disrupt the Sanhedrin

But perceiving that one group were Sadducees and the other Pharisees, Paul began crying out in the Council,
“Brethren, | am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees; | am on trial for the hope and resurrection of the dead!
As he said this, there occurred a dissension between the Pharisees and Sadducees, and the assembly was
divided. (Acts 23:6, 7+).

Paul describes his pre-conversion life in Philippians 3:5; 6+ explaining that he was

"circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the
Law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church (i.e., CHRISTIANITY); as to the righteousness which is
in the Law, found blameless."

Paul stressed his zeal not to brag, but to show how improbable it was that he would be converted to Christianity. His zeal for the Law
of Moses makes his conversion by grace all the more striking to Agrippa and all who heard his testimony and in fact they were
hearing a miracle.

Sect (139)(hairesis from haireo = to choose, elect, prefer; only in the middle voice = to take for oneself; see word study
o f hairetikos) denotes a choosing or a choice. It came to mean an opinion chosen or a tenet (a principle, belief, or doctrine
generally held to be true) and then came to refer to a sect, party or faction that held tenets distinctive to it.
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Religion (2356)(threskeia from threskos = religious, devout Jas 1:26+) means worship or religious service (as in Col 2:18) and can
refer to a system of external observances as in (Acts 26:5). Threskeia in expresses the worship of God, especially in religious
service. This noun denotes appropriate beliefs and devout practice of obligations relating to supernatural persons and powers [LN].
It is the expression of devotion to transcendent beings, especially as it expresses itself in cultic rites [BDAG]. Robertson adds
threskeia was "common in the papyri and inscriptions (Moulton and Milligan's Vocabulary) for reverent worship, not mere external
ritual.

Josephus described the Pharisees as “a certain sect of the Jews that appear more religious than others, and seem to interpret the
laws more accurately” ( Wars 1.5.2).

NET Note - A Pharisee was a member of one of the most important and influential religious and political parties of Judaism in the
time of Jesus. There were more Pharisees than Sadducees (according to Josephus, Ant. 17.2.4 [17.42] there were more than 6,000
Pharisees at about this time). Pharisees differed with Sadducees on certain doctrines and patterns of behavior. The Pharisees were
strict and zealous adherents to the laws of the OT and to numerous additional traditions such as angels and bodily resurrection.

Pharisee - From perishin Aramaic, perashim , "separated." See dictionary article on Pharisees or articles below

= American Tract Society Pharisees

= Bridgeway Bible Dictionary Pharisees

= Baker Evangelical Dictionary Pharisees

= Easton's Bible Dictionary Pharisees

= Holman Bible Dictionary Pharisees

= Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible Pharisees

= Hastings' Dictionary of the NT Pharisees Pharisees (2)
= Vines' Expository Dictionary Pharisees

= 1911 Encyclopedia Britannica Pharisees

= International Standard Bible Encyclopedia Pharisees
= Kitto Biblical Cyclopedia Pharisees

= McClintock and Strong's Bible Encyclopedia Pharisee
= The Nuttall Encyclopedia Pharisees

= The Jewish Encyclopedia Pharisees

Acts 26:6 "And now | am standing trial for the hope of the promise made by God to our fathers;

BGT Acts 26:6 kx vv 1 ATTOITGEGTO G TTAT POG MV TIXYYEA OG YEVOU VNG T TO BE0  OTNKX KPIV PEVOG,

NET Acts 26:6 And now | stand here on trial because of my hope in the promise made by God to our
ancestors,

GNT Acts 266 kot vv M A OITGEGQTO G TOT POG PV TTAXYYEA OG YEVOU vnG TT TO B0  OTNKOX KPIV LEVOG,

NLT Acts 26:6 Now | am on trial because of my hope in the fulfillment of God's promise made to our
ancestors.

KJV Acts 26:6 And now | stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made of God unto our fathers:
ESV Acts 26:6 And now | stand here on trial because of my hope in the promise made by God to our fathers,
CSB Acts 26:6 And now | stand on trial for the hope of the promise made by God to our fathers,

NIV Acts 26:6 And now it is because of my hope in what God has promised our fathers that | am on trial tod
ay.
NKJ Acts 26:6 "And now | stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made by God to our fathers.

NRS Acts 26:6 And now | stand here on trial on account of my hope in the promise made by God to our
ancestors,

YLT Acts 26:6 and now for the hope of the promise made to the fathers by God, | have stood judged,
NAB Acts 26:6 But now | am standing trial because of my hope in the promise made by God to our ancestors.

NJB Acts 26:6 And now it is for my hope in the promise made by God to our ancestors that | am on trial,
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GWN Acts 26:6 "I'm on trial now because | expect God to keep the promise that he made to our ancestors.

BBE Acts 26:6 And now | am here to be judged because of the hope given by God's word to our fathers;

= am. Acts 26:8; Acts 23:6; 24:15, 21; 28:20.

= the promise. Acts 3:24; Acts 13:32, 33. Ge. 3:15; 12:3; 22:18; 26:4; 49:10. Dt 18:15. 2 Sa. 7:12, 13. Job 19:25-27. Ps 2:6—
12.40:6-8; 98:2; 110:1—4; 132:11,17. Isa 4:2; 7:14; 9:6, 7; 11:1-5; 40:9—11; 42:1—4; 53:10-12; 61:1-3. Jer 23:5, 6; 33:14—
17. Ezek 17:22-24; 21:27; 34:23-25; 37:24. Da. 2:34, 35, 44, 45; 7:13, 14; 9:24-26. Ho. 3:5. Joel. 2:32. Am. 9:11, 12. Ob. 21.
Micah 5:2; 7:20. Zep. 3:14—17. Zech 2:10, 11; 6:12; 9:9; 13:1, 7. Mal. 3:1; 4:2. Lu. 1:69, 70. Ro. 15:8. Gal 3:17, 18; 4:4. Titus
2:13. 1 Pe. 1:11, 12.

= Paul Before Agrippa - Video - 7 minutes

= Acts 26 Resources - Multiple sermons and commentaries

Paul Presents His Testimony to Agrippa - Acts 26:1-21

= Acts 26:1-3 His Congeniality

s Acts 26:4-5 His Character

= Acts 26:6-8 His Confidence

= Acts 26:9-11 His Cruelty

= Acts 26:12-15 His Conversion

= Acts 26:16-18 His Commission
= Acts 26:19-21 His Compliance

PAUL EMPHASIZES
THE HOPE OF GOD'S PROMISE

Paul had take a similar approach in his defense before Felix:

Acts 24:14—15+ “But this | admit to you, that according to the Way which they call a sect | do serve the God of
our fathers, believing everything that is in accordance with the Law and that is written in the Prophets; having
a hope in God, which these men cherish themselves, that there shall certainly be a resurrection of both the
righteous and the wicked.

Jack Arnold - Paul then pointed out to Agrippa that he believed nothing now that he did not believe when he was a dedicated
Jewish Pharisee. He believed in the resurrection then and he believed it now. The promises of the Old Testament guaranteed a
resurrection from the dead (Da 12:2+, et al) and, for Paul, this truth had been solidified by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead, Paul was in prison because he believed in the resurrection like all good Jews believed, but he knew the resurrection was a
fact because he had personally met the resurrected Christ. The Jews did not believe that Christ was resurrected, for if He was, then
He would have to be the Messiah, the God-Man, the Savior spoken of in the Old Testament. This was the rub with these
Jews. Paul pointed out that a belief in the resurrection from the dead was very logical if there is a God. After all, He who created
the universe and the world can certainly raise a man from the dead. The real issue is not resurrection, nor even the resurrection of
Jesus, but a basic belief in God who can do the supernatural. Paul had great confidence in the God of Scripture, the promises of the
Old Testament and the resurrection of the dead. (Sermon)

Constable summarizes this section - The essence of the controversy surrounding Paul's ministry and teaching, he explained, was
the fulfillment of God's promise to Israel, namely salvation through a Messiah. This promise included personal spiritual salvation as
well as national deliverance and blessing that the Hebrew prophets had predicted (ED: SEE EXAMPLE OF A PROPHECY BELOW).
The agent of this salvation would be a Savior whom God would anoint and who would rise from the dead. Paul's conclusions
concerning that Savior were the basis for the Jews' antagonism against him. (Acts 26 Commentary)

Nelson Study Bible - Paul was not being judged because he had done something wrong. He had not turned against his own
Jewish heritage. Instead he fervently believed in the promises God had made to the nation of Israel: the promise of a coming
Messiah and the reestablishment of the kingdom of God. Paul did not reject the hope of salvation for Israel. Instead he saw that
hope fulfilled in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. The fact that Jesus had been raised from the dead confirmed to Paul that
all believers would be raised from the dead to enjoy the blessings of the promised kingdom of God.

And now | am standing trial - Fruchtenbaum points out that " the expression And now points to a sharp contrast between his
youth and his present state."

For the hope of the promise made by God to our fathers- The promise refers to the promise of the Messiah and the good news
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associated with His appearing that righteousness is available to all who believe. Larkin adds the "point at issue is the hope for
messianic end-time salvation."

Luke repeatedly alludes to the hope of Israel and that it was because of his belief in that hope that he was on trial

Acts 23:6+ But perceiving that one group were Sadducees and the other Pharisees, Paul began crying out in
the Council, “Brethren, | am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees; | am on trial for the hope and resurrection of
the dead!”

Acts 24:15+ having a hope in God, which these men cherish themselves, that there shall certainly be a
resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked.

Acts 28:20+ “For this reason, therefore, | requested to see you and to speak with you, for | am wearing this
chain for the sake of the hope of Israel”

Fruchtenbaum - The phrase the hope of the promise refers to the Messianic Hope in Acts 13:32, which was made to our fathers,
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The Messianic Hope was the ideal of Pharisaism.

MacArthur explains that the hope of the promise "was the coming of the Messiah and His kingdom (cf. Acts 1:6+; Acts 3:22-24+;
Acts 13:23-33+; Gal. 3:17-18; 4:4; Titus 2:13; 1 Pet. 1:11-12) and, specifically, the resurrection connected with His coming. It was
that promise that was made by God throughout the Old Testament: Messiah would come to take away sin and establish His
kingdom of righteousness. (Ibid)

The Old Testament prophets had prophesied of thishope of the coming Messianic Kingdom. For example, the prophet Isaiah
wrote...

The LORD of hosts will prepare a lavish banquet for all peoples on this mountain (WHAT MOUNTAIN?
MOUNT ZION, SITE OF THE HOLY CITY); A banquet of aged wine, choice pieces with marrow, And refined,
aged wine. 7 And on this mountain He will swallow up the covering which is over all peoples, Even the veil
which is stretched over all nations. 8 He will swallow up death for all time, And the Lord GOD will wipe tears
away from all faces, And He will remove the reproach of His people from all the earth; For the LORD has
spoken.

9 And it will be said in that day (WHAT DAY? THE DAY MESSIAH RETURNS TO DELIVER ISRAEL -
the believing Jewish remnant - read Zechariah 12:10-14+, Zech 13:1+, Zech 13:8-9+, Ro 11:26-
27+) “Behold, this is our God for Whom we have waited (Heb = gavah; Lxx = elpizo = HOPED FOR)
that He might save us (Lxx = soteria = deliverance, salvation, see Lk 1:69-75+). This is the LORD for
whom we have waited; Let us rejoice and be glad in His salvation.”

10 For the hand of the LORD will rest on this mountain, And Moab will be trodden down in his place As straw
is trodden down in the water of a manure pile. 11 And he will spread out his hands in the middle of it As a
swimmer spreads out his hands to swim, But the Lord will lay low his pride together with the trickery of his
hands. 12 The unassailable fortifications of your walls He will bring down, Lay low and cast to the ground,
even to the dust. (Isaiah 25:6-12)

John Martin explains that Isaiah 25 "is a praise psalm extolling the Lord's deliverance of His people. Soon
after God in His judgment will wipe out sinful people (Isaiah 24:1-23) the Messiah's glorious kingdom will
begin. In poetry Isaiah described the praise that will be ascribed to the Lord in the Millennium for His
marvelous work." (The Bible Knowledge Commentary)

Related Resources:

= Messiah Son of David

= Messianic Prophecies
= Millennial Reign of Christ

= Our Deliverer is Coming

=« Psalm 22:6-1 Am a Worm

= The Messiah - The Anointed One
=« The Resurrection of Christ

Hope (1680) see note below on elpis. Not a hope so but a hope sure. An assurance that God would keep His OT prophetic
promises to Israel.
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The promise - This refers to the Promised Messiah (e.g., read Acts 3:22, 23, 24), to His coming and His Messianic Kingdom. This
promise was inherent in the covenant promise God made to our fathers Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

Regarding the hope of the Promised Messiah Luke records

Moses said, ‘THE LORD GOD WILL RAISE UP FOR YOU A PROPHET LIKE ME FROM YOUR BRETHREN;
TO HIM YOU SHALL GIVE HEED to everything He says to you. 23 ‘And it will be that every soul that does not
heed that prophet shall be utterly destroyed from among the people.” 24 “And likewise, all the prophets who
have spoken, from Samuel and his successors onward, also announced these days (THIS HOPE WAS
COMMON KNOWLEDGE TO THE JEWS WHO READ THEIR PROPHETS). (Acts 3:22-24+)

Regarding the hope of the Messianic Kingdom the disciples’ questioned Jesus indicating they cherished and longed for the
fulfillment of this hope. Luke records...

So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, ‘Lord, is it at this time You are restoring
the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6+)

Promise (1860)(epaggelia/epangelia from epi = intensifies + aggéllo = tell, declare) literally means to "tell at or upon" and
originally referred to an announcement or declaration (especially of a favorable message). In other words the first sense
of epaggelia is that of a . declaration to do something which came to be associated with the implication of obligation to carry out
what is stated and thus the meaning of a promise, pledge or offer. In Scripture, epaggelia refers primarily to God's pronouncements
that provide assurance of what He intends to do.

Uses of epaggelia/epangelia by Luke other than Acts 26:6 - note the first 3 uses refer to the promise of the Holy Spirit (who had
been promised in the OT, e.g., see Joel 2:28-29+, Zech 12:10+, Isaiah 32:15, Isaiah 44:3, Ezek 36:27+, Ezek 39:29+ and of course
the promise of the Holy Spirit could not be given until Jesus had been glorified in Jn 7:37-3%, which implied that he had to be
crucified and resurrected).

Luke 24:49 “And behold, | am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the
city until you are clothed with power from on high.”

Acts 1:4+ Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the
Father had promised, “Which,” He said, “you heard of from Me;

Acts 2:33+ “Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the
promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear.

Acts 2:39+ “For the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our
God will call to Himself.”

Acts 7:17+ “But as the time of the promise was approaching which God had assured to Abraham, the people
increased and multiplied in Egypt,

Acts 13:23+ “From the descendants of this man, according to promise, God has brought to Israel a Savior,
Jesus,

Acts 13:32+ “And we preach to you the good news of the promise made to the fathers,

Acts 23:21+ “So do not listen to them, for more than forty of them are lying in wait for him who have bound
themselves under a curse not to eat or drink until they slay him; and now they are ready and waiting for the
promise from you.”

Compare Peter's reference in his sermon to the Jews in Jerusalem...

"It is you who are the sons of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with your fathers, saying to
Abraham, 'AND IN YOUR SEED ALL THE FAMILIES OF THE EARTH SHALL BE BLESSED.' (Acts 3:25+)

Comment - Messiah was the ultimate fulfilment of the Abrahamic Covenant and its blessings (Gal
3:16-note), which are still available to the Jews.

God's covenant promise to Abraham:

Gen 12:3+ And | will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you | will curse. And in you all the
families of the earth shall be blessed."

Gen 17:19 But God said, "No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac; and
| will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him.

Gen 22:18 "And in your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My
voice."
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God's covenant promise to Abraham's son Isaac:

Gen 26:4 "And | will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven, and will give your descendants all
these lands; and by your descendants all the nations of the earth shall be blessed;

God's covenant promise to Isaac's son Jacob

Gen 28:14 "Your descendants shall also be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread out to the west and
to the east and to the north and to the south; and in you and in your descendants shall all the families of the
earth be blessed.

A Witness Of Hope Read: Acts 26:1-8,24-32
Always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you. —1 Peter 3:15

As a child growing up in the former Soviet Union, Nickolas was the only one in his school who refused to join the political group for
young people. Because of his faith in God, he was singled out for ridicule, given bad grades he did not deserve, and denied a
recommendation to the university. Despite the opposition, he persisted, and in later years he led some of his persecutors to trust in
Jesus Christ. Now he is the pastor of a thriving church in Belarus.

The apostle Paul also suffered persecution. His faith landed him in the court of King Agrippa, and he had opportunity to tell how God
had changed his life. He testified, “Now | stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made by God to our fathers” (Acts
26:6). His witness to the king about salvation in Christ and the hope of resurrection was clear and convicting.

When we live out our faith in Christ, we’re bound to attract the attention of others and may even face persecution. We know our sins
are forgiven, and we look forward to being with Jesus forever in heaven. We want to share our faith with others, and some people
will want to know the reason for our hope (1 Peter 3:15). When questions come, let's be ready to give a